
Estelle studied Economic Sciences at Antananarivo 
University. She then worked on rural development 
projects at various Non-Governmental Organizations 
(NGOs) and governmental bodies. In 2008, nearly 
ten years after graduating, she returned to school. 
She obtained an MSc in Design and Management of 
Territorial Projects from Université de Paris X Nan-
terre, France. Around the same time, she proposed 
“commune support units” to provide efficient and 
effective assistance and catalyze decentralization 
efforts.

She divided her time between school and work at 
development organizations. At the Dutch entity 
Inter-Church Organization for Development Cooper-
ation (ICCO), she led the implementation of a food 
security and water supply program in Atsimo 
Atsinanana and in what are now the Vatovavy and 
Fitovinany regions. In 2012, she joined SAF-FJKM, a 
Malagasy Protestant NGO funded by the ICCO 
Foundation (now known as the ICCO Cooperation).
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Estelle is particularly proud to have contributed to 
the 2010 National Strategy on Disaster Risk Manage-
ment update, which is vital in a country where 
cyclones regularly damage agricultural lands and 
production infrastructure. “I elaborated a project 
called ‘Joint Advocacy Initiative on Disaster Risk 
Reduction in Madagascar,’ co-funded by the Euro-
pean Union and the ICCO in 2010-2015. The project 
led to the current national strategy.”

In 2013, eligible for the Humphrey Fellowship, 
Estelle attended the Daniel J. Evans School of Public 
Policy and Governance of the University of Washing-
ton in the United States. One of the training 
program’s goals is to develop strong leadership 
skills. “I trained in public policy analysis and devel-
opment program management. The skills I acquired 
gave me a better understanding of development 
issues in my home country,” she explains.

Estelle returned to Madagascar in 2014. After a brief 
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stint at an NGO, she became an independent 
consultant. “I have evaluated 18 major food security 
programs in the past eight years. My consultancy job 
allows me to meet people in rural areas, particularly 
female heads of households. I can take the time to 
talk to them without pressure from development 
project and program indicators,” she says. As a 
specialist in socioeconomic development, Estelle 
commends the quality of development policy in 
Madagascar but says there are certain flaws when 
applying it in the field. “I think that gender issues 
are still not fully understood,” she states. In addi-
tion, she has begun agroforestry research to combat 
poverty further. She hopes to use the collected data 
to implement inclusive local policy effectively.

Estelle was already interested in the GRASP Fellow-
ship at the time of its first cohort, in which Madagas-
car was not included. She found out about a new 
call for applicants on social media and promptly 
applied. She believes that the Fellowship is an 
opportunity to collect and analyze data that can 
positively impact gender-responsive food security 
projects specifically for Madagascar. “I want the 
product of my intellectual endeavors to have the 
strongest impact possible. University research rarely 
gives rise to public policy that can positively change 
the livelihood of impoverished people.”


